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Appearance before the
Extraordinary session of the Congress' Permanent
Specialized Commission on Health, Environment and
Ecological Protection of the Minister of Energy Ivan
Rodriguez, Petroproduccion's President Jaime Crow,
and other technicians.

Manuel

Munoz (Director of the National

Environmental

Protection

Management - Ministry of Energy (DINAPA)

I would like to share with you some very important news which are very
interesting but have not come to public notice. Petroproduccion was left with a
very considerable debit side derived from the pits left by Texaco. Texaco, in its
own way, worked on the remediation of the respective pits; this was 33% of the
total. However, for over 30 years, Petroecuador had not done anything
regarding the ones that were of the state owned company's responsibility to
remediate.

Last year a program to start the remediation of these pits was agreed with the
Ministry and the Under Secretaryship. We worked on this, and a first plan for
the remediation of 14 pits was designed; however, it was later on extended to
18 pits. I am glad to tell you and the public in general, that this year we shall
undertake the remediation of 81 pits, plus another 100 pits which are also part
of the liabilities even though they are smaller. This is an unprecedented fact,
and I say this because nothing had been done for 32 years and now we have
decided to start working and we hope this shall continue and we can work
jointly.

There are still things pending. There are several problems, but there is a very
serious one regarding the pipelines ... regarding all transmission systems, both
of oil as well as of derivatives, which have became obsolete mainly because
there is a budget problem which could allow their replacement. Mr. President,
this is one of the most important sources of contamination because their useful
life has come to an end and they have not been replaced. This is one of the

most important causes of oil spills we have to face now; in addition to this, we
have to take into consideration spills derived from attacks to the pipeline.

Secretary: Third question:

conducted

by

the

According to the Environmental Audit Report

General

Comptroller's

Office,

it

is

clearly

shown

Petroproducci6n has acted negligently in regards to issues of environmental
impact and the corresponding remediation. What has this institution done in
regards to these irregularities and what corrective measures have been applied
with those officials who have been questioned by the State?

Jaime Crow (Pretroproduccion's Vice-President)

We should report we have boosted the project of pits' elimination in the
Amazonian District and are including the corresponding report. Once we have
concluded presenting our answers which are included in this document, the
corresponding technicians who are here with us: Engl. Troya and Eng.
Velasquez, shall amplify the information included and will clarify any doubts.

Secretary: Eighth question addressed to Petroecuador's President.

What is

your criteria regarding the different reports issued from 1993 on, such as:
Cultures bathed in oil (1993), YANACURI REPORT (2000), "Ecuador is not and
shall not be an Amazonian Country" (2002), all of which establish that, as a
direct consequence of the perforation fluids and muds, the incidence of
spontaneous abortions and cancer cases in women who live near the wells and
oil stations has increased. Women who live in these areas also present poorer
health conditions than those who live far from these zones.

Likewise, children

and the general population suffer from larynx, liver, skin, stomach cancers, as
well as leukemia and lymphoma.

Jaime Crow (Petroproduccion's Vice-President): The answer is that so far,

the effect of oil activities on health problems has not been proven; this is why
Petroecuador is currently working in a process to establish an agreement with
the Ministry of Health and SOLCA (cancer institute) in order to establish the
causality of diseases like cancer which could be related to oil activities. We are

