From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Julio Prieto [julprieto@hotmail.com]
Tuesday, November 17, 2009 7:55 AM
Steven Donziger; Pablo Fajardo Mendoza; <pafabibi@gmail.com>; LUIS YANZA; Juan
Pablo Sáenz
RE: Chevron lawsuit against Bonifaz

Guys,
We cannot defend Bonifaz, we should distance ourselves from him and his case.
The media is going to focus on the cancer cases. They are going to ask us whether our cases are also
fabricated or if we have evidence. They are going to ask us whether we have medical certificates or if any
doctor has seen all the cancer cases. We DO NOT have medical certificates. The difference between
what Bonifaz did and what we do is that Bonifaz was seeking compensation for damages to the health of
identified individuals, that is to say, particular damages; in our case, our lawsuit is for damages to the
public health, which is demonstrated with epidemiologic studies and statistics. Evidently, Chevron does
not accept the statistic because it shows an alarming excess in the cancer cases, that is what Cabrera
proved; so, we DO NOT have medical certificates, but we have abundant epidemiologic evidence which
proves our case.
Besides, our case is not only about health, but how public health is another one of the damages caused
by Texaco’s pollution, which also seriously affected the ecosystem and people's customs, just to bear that
in mind.

Date: Mon, 16 Nov 2009 23:40:01 -0500
Subject: Chevron lawsuit against Bonifaz
From: sdonziger@gmail.com
To: pafabibi@gmail.com; toxico@ecuanex.net.ec; julprieto@hotmail.com; juanpasaenz@hotmail.com
We have to have a discussion. It is part of Chevron's strategy to fabricate information to bring down the
judgment enforcement. It is a new attack frontage of the enemy.
SRD

----------Forwarded message---------From: <karen@hintoncommunications.com>
Date: Mon, Nov 16, 2009 at 3:01 PM
Subject: Fw: Chevron files malicious prosecution lawsuit against attorney Cristóbal Bonifaz
To: Steven Donziger <sdonziqer@qmail.com>, Andrew Woods <awoods@donziqerandassociates.com>

See below. Baker wants comment before 5 pm, EDT time. Call me when u can. Sent via BlackBerry by
AT&T

From: "Baker, David" <DBaker@sfchronicle.com>
Date: Mon, 16 Nov 2009 13:53:56 -0600
To: <karen@hintoncommunications.com>
Subject: FW: Chevron files malicious prosecution lawsuit against attorney Cristóbal Bonifaz
-----Original Message----From: Robertson, Kent S [mailto:KRDQ@chevron.com]
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2009 11:09 AM
To: Baker, David
Subject: Chevron files malicious prosecution lawsuit against attorney Cristóbal Bonifaz
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David, thank you for the call. Chevron has filed a malicious prosecution lawsuit against attorney Cristóbal
Bonifaz. You may recall that in 2006, Bonifaz brought fabricated claims against the company on behalf of
several citizens of Ecuador.
The false claims filed by Bonifaz—part of a lawsuit captioned Gonzáles v. Texaco, Inc.— alleged that
Ecuadorian plaintiffs had contracted cancer as a result of oil operations conducted by a subsidiary of
Texaco in Ecuador that ended almost two decades ago. The admittedly false claims of these Gonzáles
plaintiffs were terminated by a federal district court in San Francisco in 2007. Following their dismissal,
the court imposed sanctions on Bonifaz and his co-counsel for filing the fraudulent claims. The claims of
the remaining Gonzáles plaintiffs were later dismissed with prejudice, either by the plaintiffs or by the
court. The district court found that claims filed in the Gonzáles case had been "manufactured" by Bonifaz
"for reasons other than to seek a recovery on the[ ] plaintiffs' behalf." The court also observed that the
lawyers' lawsuit was "likely a smaller piece of some large scheme against [Chevron]."
In our malicious prosecution lawsuit, Chevron argues that the fabricated cancer claims filed by Bonifaz
were part of "a long-standing and ongoing unlawful effort by Bonifaz and other lawyers and entities to
extort money from Chevron by blaming it for harms that are as non-existent as the false cancer claims of
Gonzáles plaintiffs and for environmental impacts that are the sole responsibility of the Ecuadorian
government and its state-owned oil company, Petroecuador."
Chevron is not the first U.S. company to face false claims from abroad in recent years. Indeed, the
Gonzáles case appears to be part of a trend of American plaintiffs' lawyers "importing" false tort claims
and judgments from foreign countries that do not meet U.S. legal standards.
I have attached our filing and if you are interested in more detail, I'd be happy to arrange for a call with
one of the attorneys who helped prepare the complaint.
Thanks,
Kent
Kent Robertson
Media Relations Advisor
Policy, Government and Public Affairs
Chevron Corporation
6001 Bollinger Canyon Road
San Ramón, CA 94583-2324
ph: 925-842-1695
mobile: 925-858-4289
krdq@chevron.com
=======================================================
This e-mail message is intended only for the personal
use of the recipient(s) named above. If you are not
an intended recipient, you may not review, copy or
distribute this message.
If you have received this communication in error, please
notify the sender immediately by e-mail and delete the original message.
=======================================================
-Steven Donziger
212-570-4499 (land)
212-409-8628 (fax)
917-566-2526 (cell)
Steven R. Donziger
Law Offices of Steven R. Donziger, P.C.
245 W. 104th St., #7D

CERT. MERRILL VER: JD

DONZ00053202 Page 2 of 3

New York, New York 10025
Email: sdonziger@gmail.com
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